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Annual meeting  
of the members
By Kristy Smith 
Marketing & Communications Supervisor

MOST OF the rain held off in Luthers-
burg as United Electric kicked off its 
first annual meeting since 2019 with 
a high-voltage demonstration. Shane 
Farrell, Manager of Operations, expert-
ly explained how equipment works on 
our electrical system, while Journey-
men Linemen Dan Marshall and Scott 
Tubbs demonstrated how they use hot 
sticks and various other items.

Upon completion of the high-
voltage demo, Board Chairman 
Stephen A. Marshall called United 
Electric’s annual meeting to order 
promptly at 7 p.m. Chairman Marshall 
welcomed an estimated 200 members, 
families, and guests, and thanked 
them for taking the time from their 
busy schedules to attend. He not only 
extended the co-op’s appreciation 
to our members in attendance, but 
also whole-heartedly acknowledged 
all military veterans who were there. 
He then introduced and thanked 
the rest of the board members as 

well as Pete Fitzgerald, Director of 
Communications & Member Services 
from our statewide organization, for 
their attendance.

Down to business 
Secretary/Treasurer Eileen Pisaneschi 

read the official annual meeting notice, 
which appeared in the May issue of 
Penn Lines and was mailed to all United 
Electric members on May 3, 2022. 
“The annual meeting will be held May 
18, 2022, at 7 p.m. at the Brady Town-
ship Community Center in Luthers-
burg, Pa.,” Secretary Pisaneschi read. 
“At the time of the mailing, there were 
16,298 members of the cooperative.”

After motions from the floor to 
approve the 2019 annual meeting 
minutes and the 2019, 2020 and 2021 
financial reports, Chairman Marshall 
expressed his and the board of 
director’s gratitude “to all the members 
who support the cooperative in its 
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TOGETHER AGAIN: United Electric Board Chairman Stephen Marshall addresses the annual meet-
ing crowd during his opening speech.

(continues on page 12b)
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$13 million.” 
Brenda also pointed out that our 

current website, unitedpa.com, will 
be getting an update. “There will be a 
new section added, called the Energy 
Solutions Center, which includes ideas 
and videos on safety and savings for 
you. Our refreshed website should be 

Annual Meeting
(continued from page 12a)

IT’S ELECTRIC: Journeyman Lineman Dan Marshall shows the crowd — with a hot dog as a stand-in 
– what can happen to a person when making contact with high voltage.

DANGER, DANGER: At the cooperative’s recent annual meeting, Journeyman Lineman Dan Mar-
shall demonstrates high-voltage capabilities with a piece of metal meant to simulate a ladder.
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available beginning June 1.”   
Brenda announced that the 

cooperative’s newly installed drive-up 
window is operational and located 
next to the current drop-box at the 
front of our building. “Hopefully,” she 
said, “this adds a level of convenience 
to those stopping by to make a 

efforts to improve the system, not only 
to meet our current members’ needs, 
but also to meet the future electric 
needs of the area.” He also thanked 
the management and employees of 
United Electric for their dedication 
to the cooperative, especially during 
a pandemic and multiple employee 
retirements. 

President and CEO update
United Electric President & CEO 

Brenda Swartzlander was introduced 
by Chairman Marshall. After thanking 
all the members for their attendance, 
Brenda provided the members with a 
summary of what the cooperative has 
done these past three years, as well as 
what it intends to do going forward. 

“Like everyone else, we had to 
adjust how we operated day-to-day 
for the protection of our employees, 
our members and the public,” she 
said. “Our lobby closed, employees 
worked in groups to limit exposure to 
COVID-19, we took daily temperatures 
and followed mask mandates. We were 
able to keep the lights on and keep 
close to business as usual.”

Along with line rebuilding and 
maintenance, Brenda reiterated that 
“right-of-way clearing continued 
at approximately 1/6th of our 
system annually. We would like to 
extend a sincere thank you to all 
members aiding in any of our system 
improvement projects.” 

Pennsylvania’s participation in 
Youth Tour, unfortunately, had to 
be canceled again in 2022, as it 
was in 2020 and 2021. “Too much 
uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic made it impossible for our 
outstanding students to learn and enjoy 
Washington, D.C.,” she said. “It is our 
sincere hope that we can once again 
participate in the program next year. 

“One thing that did not change over 
these past three years is the board’s 
commitment to returning capital credits 
to our members,” Brenda stated. “2021 
was our 13th consecutive year, bringing 
the total over the years to just over  
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DIRECTORS RE-ELECTED: United Electric President & CEO Brenda Swartzlander, right, stands 
with re-elected incumbents Shanelle Hawk and Arden Owens following the co-op’s first in-person 
annual meeting in three years.
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Glenn Schuckers, a longtime member of United Electric, oper-
ated Schuckers’ Orchard in Luthersburg until the mid-1990s. 
He is a retired high school teacher and a contributing writer 
for The Courier Express. We are pleased to have Glenn pro-
vide our Penn Lines readers with his take on rural life.

payment or any other type of service.” 
Swartzlander closed with introduc-

tions of new management and supervi-
sory employees.

“We are excited about these changes 

July is the month to show our patriotism
By Glenn Schuckers

Rustic Views

HERE WE are in July already, halfway through 2022. It 
seems as though just a few days ago we were looking for-
ward to spring planting season and all that goes with sum-
mer. Now, summer is here, and we can look forward to all 
that goes with it: mosquitoes, hot humid days, weeds in the 
garden, lawns that need to be mowed weekly, and Japanese 
beetles.

And of course, we are ready to celebrate Independence 
Day.

Seriously, being the eternal optimist, this is when I start 
to look forward to a ripe tomato in the garden, fresh green 
beans, sweet corn fresh off the stalk and all that goes with a 
garden. Our lone dwarf Lodi apple tree has a few apples on 
it — the first year it has had fruit — so there may be enough 
for a small pan of applesauce. Having been planted in a 

rather shady spot, the young blueberry plants are not big 
enough yet to bear berries, but after removing a lot of trees 
from around them, they responded with great growth so far 
and may have some berries next year.

“Next year” is every gardener’s mantra. I’ll correct the 
mistakes I made this year, and “next year” will be better. The 
only thing wrong with that philosophy is that there are so 
many possibilities for mistakes that I’ll find new mistakes 
even if I correct this year’s. It is a never-ending adventure 
that makes farming and gardening so much fun.

But in this month, what we always see is a burst of pa-
triotism. We celebrate Independence Day with cookouts, 
parades and speeches. That is how it should be. We have 
a Declaration of Independence that outlines the ideals on 
which our nation was founded and under which we live. 

But just as my mother and our pastor said when I was 
a teenager, “You can’t just be a Christian on Sunday.” Rev. 
Thornton, the pastor with a British accent who led our 
church when I was a teen, stressed that while it was import-
ant to come to church on Sunday and maybe to a prayer 
meeting on Wednesday, it was just as important to be a 

in leadership and being able to pro-
mote from within,” she said. “I’d like 
to thank all employees, the board and 
our members for your commitment 
and support.”

Election results 
Chairman Marshall then introduced 

Judge of Elections Patrick Lavelle, who 
reported the results of the director 
elections in Districts 1 and 7. Because 
there were no petitions to run for the 
board in District 1, in accordance with 
the cooperative bylaws, incumbent 
Director Arden E. Owens was re-
elected. Lavelle also reported that 
because there were no petitions to 
run for the board in District 7, in 
accordance with the cooperative 
bylaws, incumbent Director R. 
Shanelle Hawk was re-elected.

Having concluded the business of 
the cooperative, Chairman Marshall 
asked for a motion for adjournment. 
He once again thanked all members 
for their continued support of the 
cooperative, stressing the importance 
of member participation in the 
business of the cooperative. He also 
encouraged the members to stay 
connected with us throughout the 
year and invited everyone back to next 
year’s meeting. a

(continues on page 12d)
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Christian on Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday.

So while being a patriot on the 
Fourth of July is good and great and 
something none of us should neglect, 
it is just as important to be a patriot 
in all the other months as well. While 
we don’t usually set off fireworks in 
April or November, we still need to be 
patriots those months and all the other 
months of the year. 

While being a patriot can mean a lot 
of different things to lots of differ-
ent people, there are some bedrock 
principles set forth in the Declaration 
of Independence that apply to all of 
us at all times. The second paragraph 
of the declaration states: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.”

As I sit writing, I doubt there 
are people reading this that would 
disagree with that statement. While 
we may rightly disagree with each 
other on a lot of things, I think that 
we would agree that even when we 
disagree we would “hold these truths 
to be self-evident.”

And let’s face it, we are a nation of 
people who disagree. Even as the men 
who voted to adopt the declaration 
met, the room was full of arguments 
— and they ran deep. I have read some 
of them were so deep, they were only 
resolved when the oldest delegate there, 
Benjamin Franklin, invited fellow del-
egates to come to his house, sit under 
the shade of his mulberry tree and may-
be even indulge in a glass of his wine to 
iron out their disagreements.

So this month as we celebrate 
Independence Day, let’s remember a 
few things. 

One, working in a garden teaches us 
patience. We need patience to wait for 
the right time to plant, patience when 
we care for seedlings and plants, and 
patience for when it is time to harvest 
what we have planted. And so it goes 

with our neighbors. While 
we may have disagreements, 
we need patience to listen to 
everyone’s point of view.

Two, no one ever cared 
for a garden alone. I can no 
more make a seed sprout 
than I can change the color 
of the sky. We always work 
as a partner in a garden. I 
can put a seed in the soil, 
and I can plant a seedling in 
the sunlight, but working 
alone I cannot make either 
of them grow. There is a 
higher power whose help 
I must enlist to make that 
seed sprout.

Likewise, with our celebrations this 
month. We do not celebrate alone. We 
celebrate as one nation, one people, 
who through the grace of God have 
“life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-

piness.” We have those things just as 
we have a garden because of the work, 
dedication and sacrifice of those who 
have gone before us. So let’s celebrate 
Independence Day this month and 
every month of the year. a

Rustic Views
(continued from page 12c)

FULL OF PRIDE: Flying our country’s flag on Independence 
Day is one way to show our patriotism.

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

 G
LE

N
N

 S
C

H
U

C
K

E
R

S


